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Upcoming Events
---------Mississippi Pecan
Growers Association
Spring Field Day
Raymond, MS
May 7, 2019
For details, contact
maxdraughn@gmail.com
to register by May 2
---------Oklahoma Pecan
Growers Conference
Ardmore, OK
June 12-14, 2019
For details, contact
Deann Smith at
opgatreasurer@gmail.com
or 405-273-1235
---------TriState ArkLaMiss
Pecanference
New Roads, LA
June 20-21, 2019
For details, contact
Stephen Norman at
lapecans1926@gmail.com
or 318-729-3173
---------Texas Pecan Growers
Annual Conference
San Marcos, TX
July 14-17, 2019
Contact TPGA at 979-8463285 or pecans@tpga.org

I would like to first thank all of you for your
participation and involvement in our pecan
Industry. We all know friends and family members
that are in the industry but not involved in our
organization. With your help we are reaching out
to them by changing the structure of our
membership. Every membership will now carry
three members with it. We hope that this action
will open a doorway for our organization to grow
and become more diversified. The thought behind
this action is to bring in fresh and new ideas from
people involved in the pecan industry, whether it
be a friend, spouse, child, or key employees in
your farm operation. There is power in numbers
and this has the potential to triple our enrollment. If
you have any questions, concerns, or ideas
please reach out to me through email
(pdpecans@aol.com) or give me a call at
(318)880-1161.

Spring Pecan Workshop Report

A couple of dozen growers attended a workshop
in Wildsville (just east of Jonesville) on April 6. We
met at the Taylor family home and farm. First on
the program was our own VP-Education Trey
Decker. Trey gave a demonstration of the banana
or four-flap graft. However, he started out with a
quick safety demonstration by slicing his finger
with his very first cut! He's a dedicated man, and
apparently will stop at nothing to get his point
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across. As Trey was showing us how to use
Parafilm for first aid in the field, Malcolm McVay
demonstrated the whip graft for us. Next on the
program was Dr. Rebecca Melanson, plant
pathologist at Mississippi State University, who
gave us a rundown on several timely issues in
disease management. Click below for a copy of
her handout. We then enjoyed a barbecue picnic
on the back porch of the farmhouse before the
skies opened up! It was a nice meeting and a
chance to make new friends and catch up with
some old friends.

Membership info

Trey Decker demonstrates the 4-flap graft
Please get a good look
at the dedication of VP
Trey Decker. He
probably should have
saved the safety demo
for after the grafting
demo!

Dr. Rebecca Melanson tells us about disease
management in pecan production
Click here for Rebecca's handout!

Obituary - Ben Littlepage
[Ed. note: This notice is
very late, but we have not
had any newsletters sent
out since last fall (my
bad).]
A Celebration of Life for
Benjamin Meek Littlepage
was held at 10:00 A.M. on
Saturday, December 8,
2018, at Colfax United
Methodist Church with Rev. Nathaniel Langford
officiating. Interment followed in Colfax Cemetery
under the direction of Kramer of Colfax.
Benjamin Meek Littlepage, 87, of Colfax,
passed away on Wednesday, December 5,
2018.
Benjamin (Ben) was born in Monroe, LA. He is
the second son of Laviana McGuire Littlepage
McNeely and Joseph Sydney Littlepage. Ben
graduated from Colfax High School in 1948 and

graduated with a Bachelor of Science in
Agricultural Engineering in 1954 from Louisiana
State University. Ben continued to serve on the
LSU Alumni Council.
In 1969, Ben and his wife, Kathryn, were
awarded the Outstanding Young Farmer for
Louisiana by the Junior Chamber of Commerce.
Ben remained active in the group throughout his
life, and Kathryn plans to remain active.
Early in his farming career, Ben began
purchasing land and planting pecan trees. He
worked with experts from LSU to develop the
pecan industry in Central LA. He received
awards from the National Pecan Shellers and
the Pecan Growers Association for his
contribution to the pecan industry. In 1976 and
1977, he was recognized by Gamma Sigma
Delta Honorary Agriculture Fraternity for his
work. Ben sat as a charter and board member,
pecan procurement chairman and president of
the Louisiana Pecan Festival. In 1976, Ben
joined the Red River Navigation Project to
develop the river as a navigable and recreation
entity for the region. He served as Executive
Director from 1986-1996. He saw the Red River
open to barge traffic and fishing during this time.
Ben received the Commander's Award from the
Corps of Engineers for outstanding service to
their group and the Louisiana Department of
Transportation. Ben never lost his intellectual
curiosity and joy of agriculture.
Pop's talents were many!!! Pop was a beloved
husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather,
and friend. He was always eager to take anyone
on the "2 hour tour" of the farm, even if it meant
stopping in the middle of a busy highway to look
at pecan trees. Ben was dedicated to the pecan
industry and preservation of the past. He spent
endless hours telling the history of farming,
Colfax and his family to anyone who would listen.
We will dearly miss those lengthy rides, long
stories, his famous ribs and annual trips to the
beach.
Those left to cherish his memory include his wife
of 60 years, Kathryn Wright Littlepage; three
children, Mary Kathryn Littlepage, Bess Hensel
(Foster), Benjamin Littlepage (Michelle); seven
grandchildren, Ryan Lockett (Kyle), William
Littlepage (Reghan), Anna Littlepage, Maggie
Schroeder, Bentley Hensel (Ashley), Addison
Hensel, and Amelia Hensel; and five greatgrandchildren, Louis Lockett, James Lockett,
Camille Davis, Emma Kathryn Littlepage and

Benjamin Littlepage.
Pallbearers honored to serve included Perry
Ricky, Bentley Hensel, William Littlepage, Steve
Hargis, Sheriff Steven McCain, Dr. Paul Hargis,
John Bonnette, Kyle Lockett, and Ryan Yerby.
Honorary Pallbearers were Gordon Smith,
Sammy Bonnette, Charles Yerby, Larry Parker,
John D. Van Doorn, Ph.D, Tom Van Doorn, and
Robert Littlepage.
Charitable donations can be given to the Colfax
United Methodist Church, 407 Main St., Colfax,
LA 71418.

American Pecan Council Declares
September 24 "Ben Littlepage Day"
During the December General Council meeting,
the American Pecan Council unanimously
approved a resolution honoring the profound
contributions and legacy of the late Benjamin
Meek Littlepage by declaring September 24th
"Ben Littlepage Day." Mr. Littlepage was a
bigger-than-life pecan-grower and a gentle giant
in the industry, whose participation within a variety
of organizations has helped the industry succeed
across the pecan belt. We are grateful for Ben
Littlepage and hope you'll join in celebrating his
life and legacy, annually on the 24th day of
September.

Please share your favorite Ben
Littlepage stories with us!
As many will agree, Ben was so much more than
can be described in an obit. His wit and humor
were unmatched. He was a loyal friend and
generous mentor. We all benefited from his
wisdom and experience. I have heard many, many
stories about Ben over the years, and of course
there are so many stories that he has told me.
Unfortunately, I never recorded any of them. If you
have a favorite story about or by Ben, please
share with us! You can email to me at
lapecans1926@gmail.com, or give me a call and
tell me over the phone (318) 729-3173. I will print
them here for everybody to enjoy.

Insect Alert!
This is the time of year to be monitoring your trees

for pecan nut casebearer. This month's issue of
Bill Ree's newsletter addresses how to monitor
and control infestations.
Click here for Bill Ree's newsletter!

Classified Ads
For Sale 42-acre pecan farm available in Breaux
Bridge, LA. Located on Gloria Kern Drive just off
LA Hwy 31. Over 165 pecan trees planted.
Varieties include Gafford, Elliot, and Excel (1,6,
and 9 year growths). Half of the trees are
irrigated. All farm and harvesting equipment
included in sale. For more information, contact
Robert Crouchet 337-781-6614.
Click here for listing
Click here for video

2018 TriState PowerPoints Online!
Thanks to the generosity of our speakers and
some wrangling by Dr. Melanson, most of the
topics covered at the conference are available
as .pdf files on the lapga.com website.

Suggest a Topic!
We're always looking for topics that will help the
most people. Please suggest a topic that has
been on your mind, or a favorite speaker you
would like to hear again.
Click here to suggest a topic!

"No Pecan Picking" Signs
LPGA has had printed yard-type signs with the
organization logo and "No Pecan Picking" on one
side. These are available for sale to members at
cost: $7/each, including the wire mount. Contact
Stephen Norman, lapecans1926@gmail.com or
318-448-3139. I can ship to you for the cost of the
postage and a box. Alternately, I can bring to a
meeting for you to pick up and save on shipping.

Facebook Page for LPGA
We now have a presence on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/louisianapecangrowers. If
you use Facebook, go there and "Like" the page
to "join". Then you will receive any updates we
post there. We don't expect to use it to replace
any of our existing communications, but hope that
it might attract new members. Also, in the fall it is
a good place to share pricing information quickly.

Advertising Space Available
For any questions about our LOW advertising
rates, please contact Stephen Norman 318-4483139 or pecans@rosaliepecans.com, or you can
Click here for ad rates and application!

Membership Renewal
Membership in Louisiana Pecan Growers
Association comes with several benefits.
Members receive the quarterly newsletter by email
free of charge, or by mail for an extra $20.
Members get a discounted subscription price for
Pecan South and The Pecan Grower magazines,
and discounted rates for conventions and
workshops. An active member generally makes
up in savings for the $50 annual fee. Members
can have one free classified ad in the newsletter
and on the website, and discounted rates for other
advertising. As the website is improved, there
eventually will be areas available only to
members. Of course there is also the satisfaction
of knowing that you are helping the organization

maintain the goals of education and promotion of
the pecan industry. Our dues are much less than
those of sister organizations such as Texas and
Georgia.
For any questions about your membership dues,
please contact Stephen Norman 318-448-3139 or
lapecans1926@gmail.com.

2017-2019 LPGA Officers
(the Executive Committee)
President
Mike Montgomery
1352 Sligo Rd
Bossier City, LA 71112
(318) 347-2056
bossierff@yahoo.com
Vice President
Clay Robertson
128 Old River Rd
Alexandria, La 71302
(318) 451-0649
crob82@aol.com
Vice President for Education
Trey Decker
5445 Provine Pl Apt 1212
Alexandria, LA 71303
pdpecans@aol.com
Treasurer
David Soignier
250 Coco Bend Rd
Monroe, LA 71202
(318) 322-3283
david@afullservicecpafirm.com
Secretary
Stephen Norman
63 Rosalie Rd
Alexandria, LA 71302
(318) 729-3173
pecans@rosaliepecans.com

The Last Shuck
If you have been suffering from increasing
expenses and decreasing pecan prices, you
might want to think about supplementing your
income with a corn maze! This special one for old
people is inexpensive to install.

[submit your entry for The Last Shuck to
lapecans1926@gmail.com]
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